Support for families is continuing, but from April 2026 the way help is provided will
change.

February half term 2026 will be the final school holiday period where free school meals
support is provided automatically in the form of a voucher. However, support will still be
available. From April, families who need help will be supported to apply through the Crisis
and Resilience Fund.

There is nothing families need to do at this stage. The Council will share clear information
ahead of April about how to apply and what support is available.

If you need help now, cost of living advice and support is available through the Council
website.

You will also find attached leaflets providing information about Healthy Start and some of the
other support available to residents of Cheshire West and Chester.

Cost of living | Cheshire West and Chester Council

Benefits Calculator

You may not be receiving all the financial support you're entitled to. Our online benefits
calculator can quickly show whether you could claim extra help.

Benefits Calculator

Before you start make sure you have some accurate information to hand about your;

savings

income, including your partner’s (from payslips, for example)
existing benefits and pensions (including anyone living with you)
outgoings (such as rent, mortgage, childcare payments)

Council Tax bill


https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk%2Fresidents%2Fbenefits-and-welfare-help%2Fcost-of-living&data=05%7C02%7CMatthew.Edwards%40cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk%7Ca1d6fb1e95914a4e699708de6a1be3af%7C9cd0230785364d0abe00c4062a2326a2%7C0%7C0%7C639064865173698407%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tNBzxxNDzqx%2FU1WcojmBmurfUMZEfN4rXxPIVXke3K8%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbenefits.inbest.ai%2Fcheshirewestandchester&data=05%7C02%7CMatthew.Edwards%40cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk%7Ca1d6fb1e95914a4e699708de6a1be3af%7C9cd0230785364d0abe00c4062a2326a2%7C0%7C0%7C639064865173749662%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BasjUn2mSV3tuNQUBPPs%2BjZMBz6y1twCGSomriULrc4%3D&reserved=0

