St Bernhard's RC Pr'\mary @
Autumn 2018 Review

Message from the Head of School

It's been an incredible term and we are all so proud of the children for their effort, achieverments and
commitment to our mission and vision. Your children are all special and unique with so many talents and
we are delighted with the wa The\/ are progressing academically, but more '\mpormnﬂy as young people

who can go on fo make a difference in the world. Ved like to thank parents and guardians for their

ongoing support and sw‘rong\\/ believe that positive partnerships enhance change. VWe look forward to
strengthening the home-school relationship in 2019.
Christmas is such an important fime fo stop, relax and reflect and we hope you enjoy a wonderful Fam'\\\/
fime as the term comes to an end, remembering the true meaning of Christmas.

RE

We have continued on our faith Joume\/ this year. We have celebrated two #+ °
whole school masses this term, a welcotme mass and a Remembrance Mass.
The children were involved with the p\ann‘mg of both Masses.

We also spem‘ the month of October reﬂecﬂng on the Rosar\/. We invited
parents 1o join us each Thursda\/ for Sm\/ and Pm\/ 5essions.
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Our ’rmve\lmg crib has been going home with our families each n'\thr. Our children have enjoyed shar'\ng
Hhe‘\r vvorsh‘\p at home.

We have also continued our amazing work for char'n‘\/. As a school
commum’r\/, we collected over 120 shoeboxes for the shoebox appeal.
We have also raised money for CAFOD, Children in Need and Save the
Children. Thank you to everyone for your support with all our charities
this term. It is greaﬂy appyeciated.




Team R

This term we welcotmed our new Team Reception and have been amozed at
how They have settled in so well into our ST Bernard's school fam'\\\/.

As a class the children are growing in so many ways. The\/ are working hard
to become independent learners with lots of great personalities. This term
The\/ have looked at the topics Knowing me, Knowing Yyou and Once upon a
Rhyme and have immersed themselves in their learning by exploring the many —
resources and new areas both inside and outside of our class setting Share the Sl

Learning

The most memorable moments this term have been our visits from different
occupations including a hairdresser, a midwife, the police and the firefighters along
with their fire engine All the children enjoyed their time experiencing and learnin
about the different occupations and acting these roles out in ouyr linked role pla\/
area. We also gained had lots of great photos from this time foo.

Next half term we are looking forward to our topic Winter VWonderland with lots
of great stories linked to it and we'te also hopmg we can experience a real Snowy
da\/ as part of it- fingers crossed!

Thank you for all the support from our Team Reception families too. It's been
\ovel\/ to be shared info lots of phoTos and videos on Tapesw‘r\/ of our children
enjoy\ng Fam'\\\/ time too.

Team 1

What a wonderful start to the year we
have had in Team 11 We began our year
going on an adventure with The Beasties,
characters from our class book We
focused on writing exciting stories about
them, using capital letters and full stops.
We thought all about our Fam'\\y, and
putting them in chronological order and
we learnt all about our local area. We went on a walk around Ellestmere Port, to think all about our tfown.

In maths, we have been deve\op'\ng our undersmndmg about addition and
subtraction, and Tth‘mg about different methods we can use to help us solve
these. We have learn about or left and r‘\thr and have olved picture prob\ems.

In RE, we have reflected on God's beautiful World and Mar\/ our Mother. We
learnt about the Creation sTor\/. Noah and the Ark, our beautiful world and the
Christmas sw‘or\/. We performed in our Na‘r'\v'n‘\/ and were FANTASTICI We
learnt all about Judaism and other World Faiths.

We have started to develop an unders’rand‘mg about the past. We have
Thoughw‘ about how Christmas was celebrated in the past, and we went on a
school frip to Norton Pr‘\or\/ to celebrate a Victorian Christmas.

We have also been writing about Father Christmas and his adventures. We '
have described what it would be like to be in his s\e'\gh when he comes s0aring
over Ellestmere Port. We have also written letters to himl

What a fantastic term! Have a happ\/ Christmas and we can't wait o carry
on leammg after the ho\'\da\/s. Thank You for all your support this term.




Team 2

We have had a fantastic start to the year in Team 21 Our first connector lead us
o exploring who we are and where we are from. We looked at our school grounds
and local area and went on a walk to see some of the places surrounding us. The
children were excellent Geographers and developed their map skills before writing
a historical report on how our town has changed in the last 100 years.

In English we looked at the author Tom Percival and his book
‘Perfecﬂy Norman. It is a s’ror\/ about a boy who finds the
courage to be himself and show off his unique gifts. We reflected on what makes us
special before writing our own versions of the story. They were so brilliant that the
author Tom Percival tweeted us to say well donel

mm.,e,;;. ' Our RE work has lead us through the old testament looking at God's chosen people.
e We became familiar with the stories of Abraham, Moses and Daniel and reflected on
Those are BEYOND AWESOME! Fantastic how God has Chosen us.

illustrations, those kids are brilliant! And |
love the idea of mixing the real coat with
the picture.

A highlight of our Autumn term was our fantastic, fun Nativity playl The children in

o o o o Team 2 has so much fun putting

fogether an excellent p\a\/ with

acting, dancing and singing. Together with our other

friends in KS1 we told the sTorZ of the birth of Jesus

and reflected on what it means for our lives. We had so

much fun preparing and performing, so thank you to
ever\/bod\/ who came along to support us.

What a wonderful term it has been! Thank you all for

our ongoing support. | hope Yyou have a happ\/ and
hea\’rh\/ Christmas break with your families and friends.
Relax and read lots - | look forward to another fantastic |S.
term in the new year.

Team 3

Team Three have made a great start to life in the Juniors. The\/ have ‘rhorough\y enJoyed our connector,
which focused on the Ancient Eg\/pﬂans‘ There are some budding historians in our mists. Throughout the
connector the children have been immersed in our class texts. First we explored The Gods Are Watching
and developed our skills of making links to events from the text We have just finished the fext | Was
There.. The children have loved discovering the events surrounding the d‘\scover\/ of Tutankhamun's tomb.

We had a fantastic Trip fo The World Museum in L‘\verpoo\. The children enjoyed exp\ormg the different
artefacts. It was great to see the children making links to their previous learning,

During the frip we watched as some of our children role—p\ayed the mummﬂcaﬂon process. This he\ped

the children fo understand the different smges, which was event in the sTep by s’rep gu'\des The\/ Created
when we returned to school.




It has been a pleasure to watch the children develop their stamina in writing and have enJ'oyed reading
their different diary entries based on Ali's experience of discovering the tomb. The children have frul
immersed themselves in this connector and | look forward to seeing the same enthusiasm with our new
connector, In the Spring term we explore a connector titled Shelter. We explore the many developments
from the Stone Age through to the Iron Age but also explore the location of early seftlements. As part of
this connector we also explore the issue of homelessness and find ways o help those in need.

Team 3 have made a great start this term. | am \ooK\ng forward to wa‘rch'\ng the children deve\oP their
skills further. Thank you children for a great term. You should feel proud of all your achievements.

Team 4

What a wonderful start to this academic year! ¥
We have thoroughly enjoyed travelling back in time where we have explored what g
fimes were like back in the Roman era and discovering the impact upon modern K
day Britain. The children have loved reading the tale of ‘Across the Roman wall and
making links to our history based connector.

Team Four have developed their writing skills this term and have written some
fantastic narratives, setfing and character descriptions using role play to
empathise with characters and learning how authors solve dilemmas in stories.

This term, the children have embraced challenge throughout the curriculum and
have rea\\\/ understood how fo embed and shift their mindsets when learning
becomes Tr‘\ck\/. It has been an absolute Joy to watch all children progress this
ferm as learners and | am so proud of every child in our team. | hope Jrhe\/ are
proud of each and ever\/‘rh'\ng The\/ have achieved so far.

| have loved worK\ng a\ongs\de such a wonderful group of children who have
broughT countless smiles of pr'\de to our faces every da\/‘ | feel ex’rreme\y excited
for Team Four and their year ahead with Mrs Suddab\/l

Thank Yyou for such a fantastic termt

Team 5

Team S have made an amazing start to the year. We have reall\/ ergoyed fraveling across the Atlantic
ocean to explore and discover the confinent of North America. Ve parﬂcu\ar\\/ enJ'O\/ed the geograph\/
aspect of this connector, developing our map reading skills, identifying main cities and countries of the
continent. We have developed our our skills in human and physical geography and furthered our historical
and cultural knowledge of the states of the USA. We have ‘rhorough\y eqjoyed learning about the
dea‘rh—def\/\ng Annie Edson Ta\/\or and her amazing accomplishment.

In the Spring term, we will be starting our Wonder connector. We will be exp\ormg what life was like
dur‘mg the Ma\/a civilization and compare this fo what life was like in Britain at the same fime. Using




evidence, we will begin to understand the complexity of people's lives during this time and draw
conclusions how Britain was influenced by this civilization. We w'\\\J'oume\/ into real and imaginary worlds
Through our Two main fexts- The Darkest Dark and Wolves in the Walls.

Team 6

Team 6 have had a great start to the year, immersing ourselves m\l\/
info our learning. We have par’r'\cu\ar\y med our first Connector -
Power which involved learning about and WW2. We have
ergoyed learning more about VWWV1 and the Battle of Gallipoli in The
Incredible Tale of Ali Pasha’ and VWWWV/2 from the perspective of a Jewish
orphan in ‘Once. We are very proud of our creative connector books
that show our learning of the war. Key areas that we studied include:
the impact that war has on peoples lives, during and after; using
historical evidence to make an informed conclusion and understanding
cause and the resulting effect. Our local history study fook us into the
lives of people living in Liverpool during The Blitz and were able to
empathise with children who were evacuated during that time.

In the Spring term, we are looking forward to starting our geogmph\/
based Connector - The Island. We will be reading The Island at the end
of Ever\/where' by Kiran Millwood Hargrave and The Island b\/ Armin
Greder as inspiration for both Connector and English.

Learning Powered Approach

We have started this year as we finished off last year with lots of Learning Power Approaches being
taken to develop children's skills. Ve have really been focusing on how to develop and maintain positive
mindsets when faced with challenges in learning, friendships or any other da'\l\/ life occurrences. We have
done this b\/ revisiting what a Growth Mindset is, what the Power of Yet is and have, for the first time,
learnt about the Learning Pit and what to do when we find we are struggling with something,

We would like to say a big thank you to the parents who came to the Learning Power Approach
workshop. VWe hope that Yyou have been able to Try some of the ideas at home and Mrs Suddab\/ will
contact you in the New Year to see how Yyou have got on with it
Professor Guy Claxton, who originally came up with the idea of Learning Powers, will be visiting school in
danuar\/ and we are looking forward to sharing what we do at school with him as well as learning more.

THE POWER OF VET!
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Sporting Achieverments

We have taken part in so many sporting competitions this term. VWe are so proud of all the children
who have represemed us in different feams. Compe’r'\ﬂons have included Tag rugb\/, Cross coum‘r\/. qu'\cK
sticks hocKey, football, dodgeba\\ and boccia.

We have also had a whole school boccia tournarment.

Our p\a\/ground leaders have done us proud in \earmng and Teach‘mg our younger children games to p\a\/
at p\a\/ﬂme. The\/ have deve\oPed fantastic \eadersh\p skills.

Well done everyone\. #5tbsisactive

Where would we be without our amazing PTA? Huge thanks to all of our PTA members who work
T'\re\ess\y o arrange fundraising events for the children of the school. The\/ give up so much of their own
fime to support the school and we are all really grateful. As always, we are looking for further members
of the PTA and any help is much appreciated. Funds raised have been used to improve the quality of
reading books we have in school and the children are benefiting greaﬂ\/ from this. Please speak to My
Jevons if Yyou would like to get involved and attend our Spring meetings.

Whole School Events

What a busy Autumn term it has been. We have had some fantastic school events and experiences for
our children, families and the commun\’r\/ this term.
Team 3-6 Learning Power Film Night

MacMillan Coffee Moring
Adrift World Premier
World Mental Health Da\/
STEAM Festival

Harvest Fast Da\/

KS1 Harvest Breakfast
Alice in Wonderland Panto
World Faiths Week
Cinema Trip for all classes
Autumn Disco

Children in Need




NSPCC Workshops

Learning Power Parent Workshops

Young Carers Assemb\\/

Penn\/ Mile for Road SaFeTy

Boccia Inter School Competition

Aid to the Church in Need- Red \/\/ednesda\/
Book Fair

Operation Christmas Child

Winning a fish tank from Jo\\e\/s Pet Store
And of course all of our Christmas events.

The 1st October 2018 saw the premiere of ‘Adrift- A Refugee Fa'\rymle’ at Ellestmete Port Civic Hall. Since
then it has been on tour in Manchester, London and around primary schools in Cheshire West and
Chester. In February next year it will continue it's tour of primary schools and will be back at St Bernards
on Fr‘\da\/ 15th February. This stunning p\ay Was co-commissioned b\/ St Bernard's RC Pr‘\mary School

alongs\de Action Tmnspor’r Theattre.

We are s0 proud of all our children and how ’rhe\/ helped to shape the s’ror\/lme, se’mng des‘\gn, \'\gh’rmg

and music of this powerful play.

Christmas Services

In the last few weeks, the children have led us in some wonderful reflections
and a brilliant nativity in K31 Throughout all events, the children helped us to
think about the true meaning of Christmas. With such a busy time for many,
it has been important for us to stop and reflect on how we prepare ourselves
through this time of advent.

| hoPe that many of you w\\\Jo\n Fr Niall and the Parish over Christmas per‘\od.
Dates of services are below.
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Christmas Times of Mass
Christmas 2018: Mass Times:

Christmas Eve: Monday,
24" December & Christmas Day,
Tuesday, 25" December

St Saviour & St Mary’s

Vigil Masses, Christmas Eve
St Saviour's: Carols from 4.30pm

and Family Vigil Mass at 5.00pm

St Mary of the Angels: Carols from
8.30pm and Vigil Mass at 9.00pm

Christmas Day
St Mary's: Mass at 9.00am
St Saviour’s: Mass at 11.00am

Our Lady & St Bernard’s

All Masses at Qur Lady’s Church

Vigil Masses, Christmas Eve
Vigil Mass of Christmas at 6.00pm
Vigil Mass of Christmas at 9.00pm
(No Mass at 12.midnight)

Christmas Day
Christmas Day Mass at 11.00am
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